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Massive Investments in 
the Regionôs Railways 

 

As we reflect on the many issues facing 
our rail network, we are pleased to once 
again report on more investment in ser-
vices, trains and infrastructure across 
the Humber sub-region. 
 

The big news issues for the north bank 
include the announcement of more train services on the Hull to Scarborough line, 
with a full Sunday service proposed all the year round and more trains to Bridling-
ton at peak times, along with First Hull Trains obtaining a seven year extension to 
their licence to operate the Hull-London service. 
 

South of the river, the rail industry must manage a major engineering project that 
will close the main route between Scunthorpe and Doncaster for 11 weeks.  This 
will enable a multi million pound project to rebuild a section of the line at Medge 
Hall which, after the disruption, will finally remove a number of speed restrictions 
and improve services along this very busy line.  Hundreds of piles will be driven 
through the marshy ground to the bed rock many metres below. 
 

News continues over more rolling stock and train refurbishments, with many of 
these units coming to our region.  Northern Rail will receive an additional 182 
units, First TPX expects to have around 42 extra units and First Hull Trains have 
confirmed the upgrade of their entire fleet of class 180 trains.  With almost 100 
more seats than the class 222s that they replace, when refurbished, the 180s will 
have all the onboard facilities that long distance customers have come to expect. 
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The Challenge of Medge Hall Engineering Blockade  
 

This summer will see a multimillion pound project to rebuild part of the 
South Pennine rail route between Doncaster and Scunthorpe.  This mas-
sive project will necessitate the closure of this key route for 11 weeks, 
commencing on 22nd June, and subject to all going to plan, finishing on 
6th September.  The location known as Medge Hall, requires the com-
plete rebuilding of the railway, with effectively an underground viaduct be-
ing constructed to carry the railway from surface level to the bedrock 
many metres below. 
 

With such major works, closure is the only option and great care and 
planning has gone into this project to ensure minimal disruption:  Summer 
has been chosen, as water tables will be at the lowest level, along with 
more daylight hours.  These two factors will reduce the contract time and 
improve site safety working.  Throughout the works an extensive package 
of measures has been co-ordinated by Network Rail and the affected train 
operators, (TOCs).  The key impact will be on users of First TPX services 
between: Cleethorpes, Grimsby, Barnetby, Scunthorpe and Doncaster.  
No TPX trains will operate on this part of the route, with two forms of rail 
replacement buses.  Express buses will operate between Doncaster and 
Grimsby/Cleethorpes, while stopping buses will call at all intermediate 
stations normally used by TPX trains.  Bus stops will be clearly marked 
and designated coaches will be used. 
 

Northern Rail expect to operate a NORMAL service along the Barton Line 
to Cleethorpes and has made extensive arrangements to service their 
trains via the Brigg Line.  Northernôs services between Doncaster and 
Scunthorpe are expected to terminate at Hatfield and Stainforth, with ex-
tra temporary facilities provided at this location.  Buses will take passen-
gers on to: Thorne South; Crowle; Althorpe and Scunthorpe. 
 

East Midland Train services will run without interruptions from Grimsby to 
Lincoln, as will the Saturday service operated by Northern over the Brigg 
Line.  The local authorities have closely engaged with Network Rail, the 
TOCs and Community Rail Humber, to ensure minimal disruption 
throughout these major works and thank passengers for their patience. 
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