BETTER RAIL SERVICES FOR SCARBOROUGH – DATES REMINDER AND MEDIA INVITE (supermail)
Passengers travelling between Seamer and Scarborough will have smoother and more reliable journeys after Network Rail completes several rail improvement works. 

Work to upgrade the railway around Scarborough began in January 2010.  The complex job includes the complete renewal of track, drainage and signalling within the station approach area.  

Between January and October 2010 the signalling works, which are worth around £20m, were carried out overnight when trains do not run to minimise impact upon the travelling public.  However, essential works will affect trains into and out of Scarborough from midnight on 6 October to 1 November. 
First TransPennine Express train services will be replaced by direct road services for all or part of the journey from Scarborough, Seamer and Malton to York.  A road coach service from Scarborough station will connect with the train at either Seamer or Malton. On the weekends of 23/24 October and 30/31 October, the coaches will run to and from York.

The removal of Falsgrave signalling gantry will be the first job after 6 October.  No media access to site will be possible for site safety reasons.  Anyone wishing to view the works should do so from the public road bridge.  Images will be available after the gantry removal.  The listed gantry will then be taken away for refurbishment before being installed at the North Yorkshire Moors Railway.

The signalling works will see control of the signalling system fully transferred to Seamer signalling box (currently split between Falsgrave and Seamer) and a new track layout installed to improve timetable flexibility and give better access for refuelling steam trains. The listed signal box at Falsgrave is closing on 7 October.  A new user for it is being actively sought.

A media trip to the worksite is scheduled for Tuesday 19 October – precise details to be confirmed.  Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  Please contact Rachel Lowe (details below) if you wish to express an interest in the visit.
Around £9m additional investment will be carried out at the same time as the disruptive signalling works.  This is made up of four track jobs which will give passengers a smoother ride, and work on the Huttons Ambo River Bridge to make sure it is fit for purpose for many years to come. 

